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What is the Census?

• It is a nationwide head 
count.

• It determines how federal 
funds are spent.

• It determines how many 
seats each state gets in 
the House of 
Representatives.

• It is the base for 
redrawing legislative 
districts within each state.



Is Census 2020 Important?

• On average, Colorado 
receives $2,300 per 
person and year in 
federal funds that are 
based on Census data

• Colorado stands to gain 
1 seat in the House of 
Representatives.

A complete count is VERY important!



Census Based Federal Funding for
Clear Creek County, Year 2019

• The county received almost 2 million dollars

• Highway Planning & Construction: $1.4 million

• Special Education Grants (IDEA): $136K

• SNAP: $126K

• Title 1 Education Grants: $96K

• Childcare & Development Fund: $83K

• School Lunch Program: $62K









Important Census Dates

DURING MARCH Invitation to participate is mailed or hand-
delivered to all housing units

March 12 Online responses open up. Respond by phone, internet or mail.

April 1 Census Day ~ You count, get counted!

Mar 30 - Apr 1 Counting the homeless

During April Census employees start Group Quarter counts.

May – July 31 Census employees visit homes that have not self-responded

December Apportionment counts are delivered to the President & Congress

March 31, 2021 Redistricting counts are sent to each state

August – December Data quality assurance. Potential follow-ups by the Census Bureau 



What Are the Obstacles?

PO Boxes

Internet 
Access

Hard to count 
Demographic







• Aging population: 25% of Clear Creek’s population are over 60 and live alone

• 20% of Clear Creek’s population are veterans

• Kids under the age of 5 represent 8.4% of the population in Idaho Springs

• Low income areas ~ 12% of population in Idaho Springs earn less than $10K

• Relatively large portion of the population live in motels

• Transient skiers, rafters and vacation home
Population only count IF they stay in Clear Creek > 6 months of the year

Identified Demographical Hurdles



Demographics by Age & Sex

• Clear Creek County • Idaho Springs

Source: 2013—2017 ACS 5-Year Narrative Profile https://www.census.gov/engagement-navigator

https://www.census.gov/engagement-navigator


Census Questionnaires Returned through Self-Response

Source: www.census.gov/roam# Projected return rate for 2020 is based on est. low response score for our county.
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How Will We Reach Our Goal?
• January: Census insert will be mailed out with property tax notices

• January: Dedicated Census 2020 website, Clear Creek County specific

• January: Banners and posters go up at the Courthouse and the City Hall

• By Feb. 7: Addresses for group quarter living & homeless population -> Census Bureau

• February: Announcements on local Radio Stations

• February: Postcards to PO Box owners informing them about upcoming Census

• Feb – Apr: Pledge cards vs. Free day at the Rec Center, or a free ride on the Prospector

• Feb – Mar: Insert to go out with city-wide mailing for Idaho Springs (t.b.d.)

• March: Banners go up at all schools, Rec Center, Resource Ctr, Stores and work places

• March - April:  Booths @ the Courthouse and City Hall with online access to respond. 

EXAMPLE OF EVENTS (Up-to-Date list to be displayed on the county’s website):
• Rec Center’s open house, 1/25
• Coffee & donuts at the libraries: Community laptops for easy, online response
• Community outreach events at specific locations: Free food & set up of chromebooks



How Can You Help?

• Stress the importance of our Census when you talk to constituents

• Ask our business community to encourage employees to respond

• Stop by our outreach events

• Let us know if there are events or happenings we should add to our list



How Can We Follow the Progress?

The Census Bureau will report 
responses by block level detail on a 

daily basis.

It is the first time the Bureau will report daily, and there 
may be some quirks to work out in the beginning.



Thanks for Listening!  Questions?


